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COVID-19 pandemic changes students’ lives
CAMBER HERRIG___________________________________________________________

While some Northwestern students thought their biggest worry of the spring semester was
locking down their ring by spring, every Raider was confronted with a bigger issue: the
coronavirus, better known as COVID-19.
The COVID-19 disease first appeared in Wuhan, China in December 2019. Since then, the
World Health Organization has deemed it a pandemic.
These kinds of viruses mainly affect animals, but this particular strand, SARS-CoV-2, has spread
from animals to humans. The outbreak of SARS in 2002 and MERS in 2012 are in the same
virus family as today’s COVID-19.
The virus can be transmitted through the droplets of a cough or sneeze and from being in close
contact with people who have it. Due to the rapid nature of the virus, the Centers for Disease
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Control and Prevention called for social distancing precautions, resulting in temporary closures
and altered business operations across the country.
Malls, libraries, bars and restaurants, hair salons, fitness centers, churches and schools have all
been affected. Some states have issued stay-at-home or shelter-in-place orders, which ban all
non-essential travel.
The rapid spread of the novel COVID-19 prompted NW to start taking action in early March.
Students in the Netherlands and Ireland Spring Service Partnerships returned home early due to
concerns over COVID-19 in Europe.
Since then, colleges across the nation have closed their campuses and transitioned to distance
learning through online classrooms. On Friday, March 13, NW chose the same route, announcing
the rest of the spring semester will be completed online.
Move-out day came two months early, and now NW conducts classes across the globe, meeting
with students through a camera and microphone in their homes instead of in Orange City.
Academics continue as a new normal is found, and the Campus Ministry Team tries its best to
provide Christian formation opportunities through a digital format.
Students and staff are now adjusting to a different at-home lifestyle, finding a new routine in the
midst of this pandemic.
“Once online classes started, it got a little harder because it was difficult to find motivation to do
daily assignments and harder to focus on important lessons without being taught it in person,”
freshman Keslie Paul said, who is now at her home in Frisco, Texas. “COVID-19 has really
changed what I do every day because basically everything in my city is shut down.”
Other students have found the silver lining in this situation.
“I have confidence that this odd change is only temporary, and eventually, things could go back
to the way they once were but slightly better,” said Angela Wintering, a sophomore theatre major
who is home in Round Lake, Illinois. “What I mean by that is in reference to the principle that
anything is more appreciated once you've had to be without it.”
For seniors, their college years ended two months too soon. Elizabeth Johnston, a public
relations major, had her semester in Chicago cancelled, where life looked very different than life
back in Iowa.
“The first big change has been going from a city of three million people to moving back to small
town Iowa,” Johnston said. “I got so used to the constant crowds of people, the diversity of the
people I saw in the city, riding the trains every day and never being alone while I was out on the
streets or running errands. It's been weird to see empty streets and not be part of the crowds of
people every day.”
For extrovert Aften Pennings, COVID-19 not only halted her student teaching in Denver, but it
has challenged her ability to be social.
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“Sometimes it’s hard to be my healthiest self while at home, especially when I am not getting out
to see people at all,” Pennings said, who’s back at home in South Dakota. “My extroverted side
is kind of dying. Soon, online learning will begin for the Denver schools, so I am looking
forward to learning about how to teach via online platforms only. This will prove especially
challenging with the kindergarten through second graders I’m with right now, so we will see how
that goes.”
Along with moving classes online, NW has cancelled all Summer Study Abroad programs and
Summer of Service trips for the year.
As NW continues to conduct classes online, announcements regarding commencement and room
and board refunds have yet to be released.
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Education professors leave Northwestern
SCHUYLER STERK__________________________________________________________

There are three professors from the education department who won’t be returning this fall: Dr.
Laura Heitritter, Professor Tonya Moore-Huss and Professor Heidi Douma. They were asked to
reflect on their time at Northwestern and share what’s next.
For 28 years, Dr. Laura Heitritter has called NW home. There are quite a few things about
working at NW she’ll miss, including working with coworkers who have become family and
forming relationship with students.
The students have always been one of Heitritter’s favorite parts of her job: she’s loved seeing
every piece of a student’s career, from Foundations of Education to student teaching and even
beyond. She’s been able to observe students completing their practicum hours or student
teaching requirements and loves seeing where students go – what roles they step into and what
impacts they have on the world around them.
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Heitritter isn’t sure what the future holds once the spring semester ends.
“I’m waiting for God to make my path straight,” she said. “I am open. Wonderfully uncertain.”
After five years, Tonya Moore-Huss is also leaving NW. Much like Heitritter, she says her
favorite part of her job has been getting to know students in and out of the classroom.
Seeing students grow is something Moore-Huss does not take lightly. In fact, she said it is
“something God has called me to do.” She strives to provide students with everything they need
– someone to talk to, someone to believe in them or even someone to give them tough love.
“I want to be the teacher/mentor that I’d want my own kids to have,” Moore-Huss said. “I love
being their NW mom.”
Junior Lauren Green has experienced this firsthand.
“She has shown me what it is like to care for students outside the classroom,” Green said. “She
has taught me how to love and work through obstacles.”
After leaving NW, Moore-Huss will miss all the wonderful colleagues and students she has
worked with, but she is excited to work at the Orange City elementary school, teaching special
education. She would love for her classroom to be an extension to NW classrooms, and she
hopes she can continue to help prepare education majors for a future of teaching.
The third professor leaving the education department at NW is Heidi Douma. Over the past three
years, one of her favorite parts of the job has been working with her colleagues in the education
department and with the online staff because they encouraged her to be more than she thought
she could be.
Douma has also loved working with students and always kept her door open as an invitation for
students to stop by. She loves talking with students about anything from teaching, to families, to
life and the struggles it can bring.
Senior Kadie Bauer has benefitted from Douma’s open-door policy.
“She is willing to put her students ahead of everything and is always willing to help and give any
advice you need,” Bauer said.
It has been a privilege for Douma to walk alongside traditional on-campus students, as well as
the many adult learners who were finishing their bachelor’s degrees online. She loves watching
students meet goals and be committed to their schooling. Both in person and online, in the
classroom and outside of it, the relationships Douma has formed have been important to her.
“I’ve probably learned more in my classes than my students!” Douma said.
Next for Douma is a role as an early childhood special education consultant for Northwest Area
Education Agency (AEA) in Sioux City, Iowa. She is looking forward to getting back into the
classrooms and working with younger students and their parents, and she is grateful for the
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experiences she’s had at NW that have shown her how God works through people when they are
open to his leading.
All three of these women have left a mark on the education program and the students they’ve
worked with. Each has a bright future ahead as they continue to live out the “teacher as servant”
model they’ve taught their students and step boldly into their new roles.
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Unsung Heroes: Lori Bonnema
ALLISON WHEELER_________________________________________________________

Have you ever wondered how the community rooms around campus get set up for events? Or
how the bathrooms in the various buildings become clean overnight? Or how the furniture in the
multiple study and sitting areas gets wiped down?
These tasks wouldn’t get done if it wasn’t for Lori Bonnema, head custodian at Northwestern,
along with her fellow custodians and work-study students.
On a typical day, Bonnema starts off by opening closets for her work-study students who
vacuum in various buildings on campus. Then, she goes through the buildings to clean
bathrooms and wipe down furniture. All of this is done before campus becomes busy with
students and faculty members.
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At the end of this school year, Bonnema will have been a part of NW’s custodial staff for 10
years. She was hired to be one of NW’s custodians after being laid off from her previous job.
Bonnema heard about the open position from a friend, decided to apply and was hired shortly
after.
The most challenging part of her job is setting up the Vogel Room in the Dewitt Learning
Commons with whatever chairs and tables are needed for numerous meetings and events.
“There’s so many things going in and out of there, and making sure everyone’s content can be
challenging,” Bonnema said.
She also mentioned that cleaning dorm rooms during the summer is a large project to take on,
and it comes with its challenges. However, Bonnema has help from students who are hired for
the summer as well as some others.
Bonnema loves having the opportunity to work with students who are hired to help clean as well
as other students she interacts with on campus. She looks forward to seeing NW’s students every
day and being able to greet them and visit with them.
“You guys [the students] become a part of us, and we adopt you,” Bonnema said.
She also appreciates the other custodial staff members she works with and enjoys getting to work
with them on a daily basis.
“The students are my favorite part of the day,” Bonnema said. “I haven’t had a day where I
dreaded coming to work.”
Bonnema comes from a family of Dordt supporters, but over the years, she and her family have
also become NW supporters. When it comes to what makes NW unique from other schools,
Bonnema commented on how NW continues to be a Christ-centered institution. As a college, we
put an emphasis on “walking the faith.”
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the custodial staff’s cleaning routine and regimen has changed
quite a bit. They now make sure to wear gloves and face masks at all times when they’re
cleaning. There has also been a change to the mixture and type of chemicals used in order to
ensure that surfaces are not contaminated.
They currently are and will continue to be busy cleaning and sanitizing the dorms and other
buildings on campus.
“The CDC is telling us what we’re supposed to be doing,” Bonnema said. “[We’re] trying to
make sure every dorm room is sanitized right.”
When you see Bonnema and her co-workers again, show them some appreciation for all the work
they are doing to keep NW’s campus clean and healthy.
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Theatre seniors reflect on a year cut short
RACHEL SMART______________________________________________________________

In these strange times, many students across the globe are grappling with feelings of mourning,
fondness and nostalgia. Those hit especially hard: college seniors.
These seniors, who have dedicated nearly four years of their lives to their majors, relationships,
activities and more at Northwestern are being forced to say goodbye too soon.
After all this time, two senior theatre majors are reflecting on their experiences in the NW theatre
department.
Lucas Sander is double majored in theatre, along with writing and rhetoric. His primary role in
the theatre department has been acting, but he has also been a playwright and a dramaturge,
which for non-theatre friends, is basically an editor, advisor, researcher, etc. for a theatre or
specific production.
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Sander’s favorite production at NW would have been “Love’s Labour’s Lost,” which was set to
premier in the black box of the DeWitt Theatre Arts Center in April. He was playing the
charismatic and dramatic Don Armado and acting as dramaturge.
“The fabulous cast and incredible fun we got to have with the script was already showing in
rehearsal,” Sander said.
Other experiences that Sander valued in his time in the department was playing Lloyd in last
spring’s farcical comedy “Noises Off,” learning how to sew in the costume shop with Amber
Huizenga and being dramaturge for “The Crucible.”
“My dramaturgy work, where I do research and provide context for the audience has been some
of my best work,” he said.
Sander is still managing to tap into his creative spirit in these times of social distancing. He and
his friend and fellow, theatre enthusiast Alexander Lowry have begun a bi-weekly podcast titled
“Zander and Sander.” The podcast goes live on YouTube every Monday and Friday at 7 p.m.
Central Standard Time, and on it, the duo performs silly sketches, answer goofy questions, and
mostly just poke fun at the crazy situation we’re all in.
Emily Linneweber is also a theatre major graduating this spring. Her primary work in theatre is
directing, stage management and make-up design.
Like Sander, Linneweber’s favorite production would have been “Love’s Labour’s Lost.”
“It was the best makeup design I’ve ever created and working as the assistant stage manager was
such a fulfilling process,” she said.
In addition to “Love’s Labour’s Lost,” Linneweber is also incredibly proud of her directing
work. This past fall, she directed her favorite play, the absurdist drama “Endgame” by
playwright Samuel Beckett. “Endgame” was staged in a local Orange City Episcopalian church,
and Linneweber cast the show with current NW students, an alumnus and a professor.
“I challenged myself in ways I never imagined,” she said. “It was the capstone for my theatre
career at Northwestern and an incredible learning experience. Sometimes I can’t believe I did it.
I miss it so much.”
Linneweber also remembers fondly many smaller aspects of her time in the theatre department.
Memories that have stood out to her over the past four years are the time when former theatre
secretary Jen Sabo set up a “TPE Tea” in the lobby to welcome a playwright visiting from
England and professor Drew Schmidt’s frequent tradition of reading stories from the book “Tales
of the Kingdom.”
“In busy college life, it is always nice to have that rest of story time, and Drew makes the depth
of the stories come out in a much-needed way,” she said.
Linneweber also has many stories and memories with Dr. Robert Hubbard, whom she considers
family.
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“I have a long list of Dr. Bob quotes I’ve been collecting for three years now,” she said.
One of the most valuable lessons from her time at NW came from him: “Jesus still loves you if
you say MacBeth in the theatre. The Holy Spirit will protect you from any curses you cause.”
To Linneweber, what makes the NW theatre department so special and unique is its commitment
to and love for the art of storytelling.
“We find ways to tell stories in all the work we do and ways to tell the story of the Gospel within
these stories,” she said.
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What to expect from live-action “Mulan”
MORIAH WITTENBERG_______________________________________________________

Disney is continuing their streak of transforming many of their beloved, original films into liveaction adventures. Some fans seem to be immensely enjoying these remakes while others are not
as enchanted with them.
However, the soon to be released, live-action “Mulan” shows a great deal of promise. Originally
set to come out on March 27, 2020, the release date has been delayed until further notice. While
this new film hints at some significant differences in comparison to the original, these changes
have been made in hopes of being truer to the original “Ballad of Mulan.”
The first, and probably one of the most prominent differences, is that the 2020 “Mulan” film will
not be a musical. This means that many of the highly favored hits, such as “Reflection” and “Girl
Worth Fighting For,” will not be available for us to sing along to during the movie.
However, as evidenced in the trailer, the composer has incorporated many of the popular musical
themes from the original into the new movie score. Additionally, the original film was lightPage | 12
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hearted and full of humor. But by removing the musical component, this allows the new film to
take on a much more serious tone and to tell Mulan’s story in a new light.
There were also multiple character changes made in this movie. First, a central character that has
been removed from the new film is the adored Mushu, the dragon. As noted before, while we
will miss his many one-liners, removing Mushu from the story will allow for a more somber
retelling of the tale.
Another change is that China is no longer being invaded by Shan Yu, leader of the Hun army.
Rather, a man by the name of Bori Khan hopes to conquer the country.
The original “Ballad of Mulan,” though available in many different versions, makes clear that
China is invaded by northern invaders, and Disney attempts to stay true to this narrative with the
addition of Bori Khan, who is also from the North.
This war-lord fights alongside a witch named Xian Lang. The actress who plays Xian Lang
commented that the addition of her character was to depict the different aspects and dynamics of
women in power. Again, while this element is a far cry from the original plot, hopefully it will
add a new and exciting dynamic to the tale.
And finally, and I think what is of most concern for me, is the question of Mulan’s love interest.
The trailer makes no indication of whether there is any at all, but the producer, Jason Reed, does
indicate that Mulan has a love interest, though it is no longer Li Shang.
Instead, the new man of interest is a fellow foot solider. The reason behind this switch is due to
the “Me Too” movement, according to Reed. By shifting Mulan’s love interest to a man of equal
rank, this removes the awkward power dynamic that some found at fault in the original film.
Based on the many features that have been both removed and added, the 2020 live-action remake
of “Mulan” promises to be presented in a very different light than the original. It is important to
keep in mind the ultimate goal of the movie: to stick closer to the traditional “Ballad of Mulan”
and to stay true to the Chinese culture.
Further, based off of the trailers and comments from both the producer and cast, its videography,
its casting, its music and its plot all are aspects audiences can look forward to. While many
details have shifted, the story communicates the same underlying message of bringing honor to
the family. And hopefully with a better understanding of why so many changes were made, we
will be better able to appreciate what Disney has to offer in this live-action remake of “Mulan.”
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Niall Horan shows off with new album
ALLISON WHEELER________________________________________________________

I thought nothing could ever compare to One Direction and hearing Niall Horan sing along with
four other guys, but I was wrong. Horan released his second solo album, “Heartbreak Weather,”
on March 13, 2020, and after listening to it, my celebrity crush on him has grown. I didn’t think
that was possible considering I have a life-size poster of him. The album as a whole is
spectacular, but six of the 14 songs caught my attention and instantly became my favorites.
The album title song, “Heartbreak Weather,” has an ‘80s vibe to it that makes it a fun song to
dance to with friends or even by yourself in front of the mirror. The beat is steady and groovy,
and there is some nice instrumentation going on throughout the song. I could definitely imagine
this song being a part of a movie soundtrack.
The second song on the album, “Black and White,” caught my attention right away because of
the two different guitar styles featured. Horan used a different kind of vocal style for this song,
but there is also a familiarity about this song. I picked up some One Direction vibes while
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listening to it and it got me really excited. The lyrics are sweet and romantic. They gave me all
the feelings. Horan not only showed off his songwriting skills for this song but also his vocal
range.
“Nice to Meet Ya” was the first single released from the album and it’s probably my favorite
song on the album. There is a piano incorporated into the instrumentation and pianos just make
everything better. The guitar part throughout the song also really adds to it and makes this song a
jam. The vocals are on point and Horan even speaks a little French, which makes me love him
and this song even more. I love singing along to this song and get hyped every time I listen to it.
For some reason, this song sounds like it should be the theme song for a James Bond movie and I
fully support that.
“Put a Little Love on Me” is the complete opposite of “Nice to Meet Ya,” and it shows a
completely different style of music that Horan is capable of doing. It starts with Horan playing
the piano. So now, we know that he not only sings and plays the guitar, but he can also tickle the
ivories. The vocals are soft and beautiful and so are the lyrics. This song is a vulnerable ballad
and it reminds me of songs featured on Horan’s first album, “Flicker.”
Horan has collaborated with country star Maren Morris in the past and the song titled “San
Francisco” gives me some country vibes. Pop country has grown over the past few years and this
song could fit into that category if it wanted to. If Horan didn’t sing this song, I could see Dan +
Shay singing it. However, I’m glad Horan sings this song because it shows off his voice. There is
some cool digital instrumentation going on, but there is also a guitar part featured that gives the
song that country vibe.
The last song on the album, “Still,” blew me away. The lyrics are sweet and romantic, but they
are also really vulnerable. This is one of the most beautiful songs that has ever blessed my ears. I
would describe this song as a folksy ballad. The combination of guitar and violin works really
well, and there is even some whistling that was a cool touch. Horan sings some falsetto vocals
that gave me chills. This song took me on an emotional journey. It made me want to cry.
“Heartbreak Weather” has a wonderful combination of different musical styles and I think
everyone can find a song that they enjoy listening to. Horan was able to show off not only his
vocals on this album but also his instrumental talents and songwriting skills. To say that I am
proud of Horan and how far he has come in his solo career since One Direction is an
understatement.
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Artemis Fowl, adaptions from book to film
ZACH WILSON_____________________________________________________________

Scheduled for release on May 29, Disney is unveiling a long-anticipated film adaptation of Eoin
Colfer’s “Artemis Fowl.” When the trailer dropped on March 2, it raised a significant amount of
criticism and divisiveness among fans of the series, and from watching the trailer, it’s easy to see
why.
The young adult series centers on Artemis Fowl II, a 12-year-old Irish mastermind who starts off
the series discovering the existence of a hidden underground society of fairies through the
blackmail and exploitation of an alcoholic sprite. He then uses this knowledge to kidnap a fairy
police chief, holding them ransom in an attempt to revive his family’s declining fortune. He
demands one ton of 24 carat gold: roughly $46 million by today’s value. The author describes
the rest of the novel as “‘Die Hard’ with Fairies,” with Artemis taking the place of Hans Gruber
as he fends off a home invasion of special ops teams attempting to rescue his captive. To be
frank, Artemis is not a nice character. He is manipulative, cold, cunning and fantastically
egotistical.
Now compare this to a casting description for the film put out by Disney in 2017:
“At first glance, Artemis could be mistaken for a rather ordinary child with little athletic ability,
but his eyes reveal a flickering of intelligence; inquisitive and possessing both academic and
emotional intelligence, he is highly perceptive and good at reading people. Mostly importantly,
Artemis is warm-hearted and has a great sense of humor. He has fun in whatever situation he is
in and loves life.”
Now it’s not a terrible match with what is seen in Artemis’ character from the original source. He
is intelligent, he is perceptive and he is absolutely adept at reading people. However, the rest of
the description just does not line up with the original. On top of that, from what has been shown
in the trailer, Artemis seems less like a mastermind meticulously uncovering a secret society
through research and study and more a good-hearted kid who is swept up in an adventure. The
plot seems to be moving him rather than him moving the plot, and because of this, his character
is diminished.
To be clear, the casting seems well done, and I do like that they are casting Artemis as someone
who is around the same age as the original character. The CGI seems fine, and in general, I don't
have any strong feelings toward the cast and crew in either direction. I also don’t think that the
problem is fully that it is a movie taking a different direction than the book. Dream Works has
done really good work adapting books to film with “How to Train Your Dragon” and “Rise of
the Guardians,” which were both pretty different from their sources, and the same can be seen in
adaptations from Disney, like “Meet the Robinsons.”
However, with those films, I could really feel that they were similar enough in spirit to their
original iterations if not in point-by-point plots and carbon copied characters. In the case of
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“Artemis Fowl,” it feels as though the studio wanted to make a "modern fantasy" movie but
needed an established name to draw in crowds, much like what happened with “World War Z.”
The movie shared the name and adopted some of the aspects of the book but remained largely
separate from the spirit of its inspiration. And like “World War Z,” I think “Artemis Fowl” will
be an enjoyable movie, and I believe I’ll have fun watching it.
I have a lot of respect for the hundreds of creative people working on this film and I think it'll be
a good "modern-fantasy" movie. But I don't think it will be a good Artemis Fowl movie.

Page | 17

The Beacon Online
April 3, 2020
OPINIONS_______________________________________________________________

The failed COVID-19 response
CALEB ARNETT__________________________________________________________

Two-hundred-thousand people. That’s roughly the number of patients COVID-19 had infected in
the United States by the beginning of April. And that number only continues to climb.
While other countries have begun to flatten their curve, the United States continues to see
exponential infection rates that show no signs of stopping. As hope for a turnaround diminishes,
it’s becoming more and more obvious that our system has failed us.
Times of stress bring out the best in people – and also the worst. Great leaders are defined by
how they handle crisis, and Trump is showing why he is not one. His downplaying of the virus in
the early stages has severely incapacitated the United States’ initial response, a stage critical for
containment of infectious disease.
By the time he did recognize the threat, it was too little too late. COVID-19 had begun infecting
thousands of Americans, making containment impossible.
Stating Trump has not handled this well would be an understatement, best proven by his press
conferences. The erratic, confusing displays have been characterized by multiple attacks on
journalists and denials of his own words. Instead of providing hope, it is nowhere to be seen.
And it’s not only Trump – the coronavirus has exposed the lack of leadership that exists all
around the country. Florida Governor Ron DeSantis is being sued over his incompetent response
to stopping an outbreak in his state. DeSantis finally issued stay-at-home orders on Wednesday.
But then, the number of cases in Florida was nearing 8,000, including 101 deaths statewide.
As easy as it would be to say all of this would not be happening if Trump was in office, that
simply is not true. There are institutional failures that have allowed the outbreak to spread,
regardless of who the president is. On one hand, the bureaucracy in the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration and the Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention kept fast research from
being done on the virus, and regulations that they failed to waive inhibited the private research
sector as well.
On the other hand, past streamlining of the government’s pandemic response team left it staffed
by the wrong people to properly do its job. And through all this, all levels of government are
failing to provide health care workers with the supplies needed to administer care to the sick.
Of course, much of the reason the pandemic continues to spread is the virus itself. Its highly
contagious nature has proven tough to stop, and its deadliness is causing hospitals to be
overwhelmed. While these times call for unity, we shouldn’t back down from holding our leaders
accountable for their actions. Lives depend on their response, and now more than ever we need
to demand more from them. Other countries are getting through this. We are not helpless against
the spread. Let’s just hope it’s not too late.
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NW alum runs in Olympic Trials
BRADLEY LAACKMANN_______________________________________________________

Each year, over 425,000 Americans complete a full marathon. However, only 175 of those
runners qualify for the U.S. Olympic Team Trials. That was the case for Northwestern alumnus
Will Norris (’17), who ran in Atlanta on Feb. 29.
Norris, a cross-country state champion at Spirit Lake High School and two-time NAIA AllAmerican at NW, placed 42nd in the trials. The top three finishers qualified for the Olympic
Games, scheduled to begin in Tokyo next summer.
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Norris was one of 64 qualifiers at Grandma’s Marathon in Duluth, Minnesota, placing 22nd out of
6,368 total finishers. His time was 2:18:11. He shaved off a few seconds at the Olympic Trials,
crossing the finish line at 2:17:57.
Prior to the 2020 Trials, Norris had run his first half-marathon in 2018. Following his second
half-marathon appearance in Houston, he began training for Grandma’s Marathon. His coach,
Steve Boyd, had an impressive résumé, coaching a former Olympian and a top-10 finisher at the
World Championships.
The former Red Raider runner spent most of the winter in Raleigh, North Carolina, to train for
the event. Although Norris graduated with a degree in community development, running is his
main task at the moment.
“I am focused on running. I would like to do that for a while,” Norris said in an interview with
the Des Moines Register. “I would like to do some coaching. I would like to get my teaching
degree. Teach at the elementary or high school level with coaching at a high school.”
For now, though, he hopes to take on his next challenge of building upon his performance in
Atlanta.
After a break from competitive running while studying abroad in Romania, Norris returned to the
track and qualified for nationals in both indoor and outdoor events. During the next crosscountry season, he was a GPAC champion and a third-place finisher at nationals. Norris holds
multiple school records at NW, setting the mark in the indoor 3,000 meter, along with the
outdoor 5,000 meter and 10,000 meter.
Earning an opportunity to pursue a spot on the U.S. Olympic National Team is not a small feat.
However, Norris credits all those who were alongside him in this journey.
“It is really surreal to line up against some of the best in the world,” he said. “I owe so many
people so much.”
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The Upsides of COVID-19
DEREK JANZEN_______________________________________________________________

On Friday, March 13, all Northwestern students received the email with the subject line
“Northwestern Transitioning to Online Classes.” Students had until Wednesday, March 18 to
move off of campus.
Students activities were suspended, effective immediately. That includes all athletic events. The
necessary decision left many senior athletes heartbroken. As a result, they would not be able to
compete in their final season of spring sports. However, an unexpected announcement from the
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) provided some astonishing hope.
The NAIA released a statement saying that they would not charge students any eligibility for this
spring season of athletics. According to NAIA.org, “In an effort to provide relief, spring sport
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student-athletes who were enrolled full-time in 2020 will be awarded two additional semester
terms of attendance or the equivalent.”
This release was the same one that announced a cancellation of the spring 2020 sports season.
NAIA President and CEO Jim Carr said that “the growing state of emergency due to COVID-19,
as well as the Center for Disease Control’s recommendation yesterday to limit gatherings to
fewer than 50 people for eight weeks, meant we could not in good conscience move forward
with the spring sports season and championships.”
Josh Fakkema, a NW football and baseball athlete, is one of the many seniors who will be taking
advantage of this opportunity of renewed eligibility.
“I was already returning in the fall for my last year of football,” Fakkema said. “When I got the
extra year of eligibility for baseball, I figured why not? I’m already going to be a student next
year and it doesn’t change my graduation date. Plus, there are so many memories I missed out on
with my senior year, and it just wasn’t the way I wanted to finish and leave.”
While this year is most certainly one that students won’t forget, seniors around the NAIA are
getting the opportunity to come back for their last year and finish it out the way they want to.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES________________________________________________________

Bobcat attack, basketball and the Beacon has no home
JOSHUA DAHL_______________________________________________________________

In each issue, we’ll dig through the Beacon archives for hidden gems. Here’s what we found in
this week’s excavation.
1923 Boys go hunting: One summer many years ago, a group of local boys went on a hunt for
some wild bobcats, which had been reported on the outskirts of town. Two boys managed to
corner one of the cats. They fired at the animal but only scared it up a tree. One boy climbed
after it only to be attacked from behind. The two fell to the ground in a fury of screaming and
hissing. The other boy acted quickly as he threw down his gun and took the cat by the tail and
swung it off his friend. The two rushed back to tell their friends of the encounter.
1950 Kentucky boy’s first basketball game: Pinky Pilkington made his way from Kentucky up
to Orange City, where his cousin was attending Northwestern Junior College. Here, Pilkington
was exposed to a brave new world: basketball. When a timeout was called and the teams
huddled, he recalled, “A bunch of guys all hugged each other an’ told a secret an’ clapped their
hands.” Alarmed by crowds yelling, “Shoot!” Pilkington quickly made his way out of the
gymnasium, determined to avoid any kind of trouble.
1985 Northwestern Beacon has no home: For a time, the paper was housed in Zwemer Hall,
but that could hardly be considered an office. It had a maximum occupancy of one-and-a-half
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people! As construction for the new Rowenhorst Student Center began, blueprints included a
section specifically for the Beacon. Unfortunately, plans changed, and the paper was left
homeless. Eventually, the paper found a home in the basement of North Suites. The editors wrote
about the move: “When an office was finally obtained, it was too damp to occupy for the first
three months. After that it was too condemned to fix up. Now, it’s a hole in the ground waiting to
become a parking lot. As vacationers are drawn to the Grand Canyon, editors are occasionally
drawn to the rim of the pit, to dream of what might have been.”
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